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manual fcoil has unquestionably become larger. The Railway
Companies, the Irrigation Companies, and the Department of
Public Works, all offer rates which at once ensure the services
of competent men. But amongst the agricultural community,
where wages are paid partly in money and partly in kind.,
this good example has in few instances been followed. The
native landholder is a hard master, and advances but slowly
with the times. The weight of grain which he allows his
labourers is, perhaps, the same as heretofore. And if this is
so, he may argue to himself, why should not the money dole
be the same also ? So he clings to his conservative faith, and
forgets that whilst he commands higher prices for his produce
in the market, his ryots' condition is in inverse ratio to his
prosperity.

For further signs of discontent we must look higher in the
social scale.    The peasants murmur   only for bread, like the
Israelites in the wilderness,  and they would not be likely to
trouble themselves about the further merits of our Government,
provided   it ensured  them enough to eat.    It is when wo
encounter the objections of the  less ignorant classes, that we
ought to understand in what way our Government falls short
of  its  duty.     They have  not one  complaint,  but many,  to
urge against us.    " You give us no opportunities/'  they say;
and the charge is undeniably true.    Soldiers, courtiers, states-
men, law-makers, artists, poets, historians, and the like would
all be held in greater estimation by a native   king than they
are by us.   They do not ask for the certainty,  but for the
chance, of distinguishing themselves.   The excitement of being
nobody to-day and a man of note to-morrow, is exactly what
a native most appreciates, and what a  Native Government
alone readers possible.   "To their minds   at   least in their
unquiet moments, it seems better that one Azimghur Koormie
should become Dewan at Lucknow, and twenty thousand Koon-
mies be tortured to death by Rughbeer Dial in Baraitch, than that
all the Koormies in India should live in peace  and prosperity,
and none should ever become a Kajah,"*   But with  us the
highest talent amongst natives is only rewarded by the   most
subordinate appointments.    With the exception of a seat in
the High Court, and the more honorary than lucrative post
of Member of the Governor-General's Council, there is not a
single high office to which a Native can aspire.   The astute
Mahratta who has shown himself capable of directing with cre-
dit the affairs of Gwalior, might sigh in vain to become Foreign

* Mr, C, A, Elliott, page 153,